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1:1 From Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, to the
church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ. 1:2 Grace and peace to you
from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

Thanksgiving

1:3 We ought to thank God always for you,
brothers and sisters, and rightly so, because your
faith flourishes more and more and the love of each
one of you all for one another is ever greater. 1:4 As
a result we ourselves boast about you in the
churches of God for your perseverance and faith in
all the persecutions and afflictions you are enduring.

Encouragement in Persecution

1:5 This is evidence of God’s righteous judg-
ment, to make you worthy of the kingdom of God,
for which in fact you are suffering. 1:6 For it is right
for God to repay with affliction those who afflict
you, 1:7 and to you who are being afflicted to give
rest together with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed
from heaven with his mighty angels. 1:8 With flam-
ing fire he will mete out punishment on those who
do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our
Lord Jesus. 1:9 They will undergo the penalty of
eternal destruction, away from the presence of the
Lord and from the glory of his strength, 1:10 when
he comes to be glorified among his saints and ad-
mired on that day among all who have believed—
and you did in fact believe our testimony. 1:11 And
in this regard we pray for you always, that our God
will make you worthy of his calling and fulfill by
his power your every desire for goodness and every
work of faith, 1:12 that the name of our Lord Jesus
may be glorified in you, and you in him, according
to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
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strengthen you in every good thing you do or say.
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ored as in fact it was among you, 3:2 and that we
may be delivered from perverse and evil people. For
not all have faith. 3:3 But the Lord is faithful, and he
will strengthen you and protect you from the evil
one. 3:4 And we are confident about you in the Lord
that you are both doing—and will do—what we are
commanding. 3:5 Now may the Lord direct your
hearts toward the love of God and the endurance of
Christ.

Response to the Undisciplined

3:6 But we command you, brothers and sisters, in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away
from any brother who lives an undisciplined life and
not according to the tradition you received from us.
3:7 For you know yourselves how you must imitate
us, because we did not behave without discipline
among you, 3:8 and we did not eat anyone’s food
without paying. Instead, in toil and drudgery we
worked night and day in order not to burden any of
you. 3:9 It was not because we do not have that right,
but to give ourselves as an example for you to imi-
tate. 3:10 For even when we were with you, we used
to give you this command: “If anyone is not willing
to work, neither should he eat.” 3:11 For we hear that
some among you are living an undisciplined life, not
doing their own work but meddling in the work of
others. 3:12 Now such people we command and urge
in the Lord Jesus Christ to work quietly and so pro-
vide their own food to eat. 3:13 But you, brothers
and sisters, do not grow weary in doing what is
right. 3:14 But if anyone does not obey our message
through this letter, take note of him and do not
associate closely with him, so that he may be
ashamed. 3:15 Yet do not regard him as an enemy,
but admonish him as a brother.

Conclusion

3:16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give
you peace at all times and in every way. The Lord
be with you all. 3:17 I, Paul, write this greeting with
my own hand, which is how I write in every letter.
3:18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you
all.
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