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Read John 20: 1-10

Locked Doors... John 20:19 & 20

John 20:19 - “Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of

the week, when the doors were shut (Greek signifies barred or locked)

where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews...”

When sun sets or when the warm rays of the sun are hidden behind
the clouds...In a time when shadows and darkness is often when
feelings of uncertainty, insecurity sometimes try to fear slip in. The
coming of darkness combined with the unexpected death of Christ,
the threats of the Jewish leaders and the Romans who executed
Christ gripped the disciples with fear, and so we find them huddled
together with the doors locked.

They are no longer eager to go out to the streets and surrounding
neighborhood to carry out the ministry of Christ, healing the sick or
feeding the hungry...No, they are assembling out of fear not
faith...They are hiding together behind locked doors. They are
preoccupied with shame, fear and disappointment, and so they no
longer are going out to the world instead they now shutting out the
world.

Why?...Because of Shame, Fear & Confusion
Shame
We must remember that Peter had denied Christ and the rest of the

disciples at one time or another had abandoned Christ. Theses once
brave and outspoken disciples felt deeply ashamed. Shame can lock

the doors of our heats...Shame seeks to hide in the darkness... It
keeps us isolated and alone and it shuts other people out.

Things that bring shame...

1) Willful Sin
2) Failure & Defeat
3) The Disapproval of others

Fear
God's assemblies encourage faith... This was an assembly of fear.

Things that bring fear...

1) Being alone
2) Not knowing what to do next
3) Suffering & Dying like Jesus

Confusion / Disappointment

Christ's unexpected death... Broken expectations... Things had
changed quickly and turned out very differently then the disciples
thought they would... Christ came to defeat the false religious system
and the Roman empire, not be killed by it... Paralyzing confusion can
take over when God chooses to accomplish His will in a different way
than we thought He would!

Things that bring confusion & disappointment...

1) Sudden Change
2) Broken expectations
3) Feeling Abandoned

Jesus desires to break though all our locked doors!

John 20: 19b “Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them,
"Peace be with you."

Jesus came to them implies that he suddenly and miraculously
appeared to them. By His grace and mercy He penetrated the locked
doors of darkness and all their fear with His presence... He says
“Peace be with you™.



This is how Jesus addresses his discouraged and fearful disciples,
Peter had denied Him and all the others had forsaken Him at some
point prior to the cross)

Even when we are swept away by things like shame, failure and
confusion and we isolate ourselves in darkness and shut everyone
else out... Jesus has a way to slip past all our locked doors and
barricades... He breaks in with His resurrection power and says,
“PEACE BE WITH YOU".

20/20 Vision, Seeing Clearly

John 20:20 - “When He had said this, He showed them His hands
and His side.”

(He reaches out to them... He extends His nail scarred hand of love to
them and invites them to touch His warm presence)

Vs 20b “Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.”

After they had taken their eyes off the dread, fear and disappointment
of their surroundings and refocused on the undeniable reality of the
living, loving Christ, they could see clearly again and their hearts were
glad...

Oh the grace and miracle of seeing Jesus clearly... It changes
everything! Their Joy and Gladness was not based on their outward
circumstances...

No, the Jews and Romans where just as hostile to the disciples now
as they were before Christ suddenly appeared....

This renewed gladness was the result of a renewed focus on the
abiding and unchanging presence of Jesus, not outward
circumstances!

Conclusion:

Prayer for Clear Vision & Joy to come to those gripped by Shame,
Fear & Disappointment.



